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Bongsang Yoo

Bongsang Yoo creates dreamlike landscapes using an unexpected medium: nails. His process

begins with a panel so heavy it cannot be lifted by hand, it must be hoisted into place by
machine. Onto this massive surface, he uses an air tacker to insert 15mm headless pin nails,
each driven only halfway in, leaving 7mm protruding. What results is a world of light shaped
by the shadow of reality, seven millimeters of darkness, created by something as tangible and
industrial as a nail.

Yoo's works often depict deep, shadowy forests. But within this darkness, a soft, subtle light
emerges; quiet, almost hidden, yet resonating with an inner strength. The “scenes of light” he
creates are formed by more than 300,000 precisely aligned pin nails. The dense 7mm
shadows cast by these nails create shimmering images that subtly shift with the viewer's gaze
and emotional state.

The world Bongsang Yoo creates that ethereal, suspended somewhere between hope and
despair, never imposes meaning on the viewer. Instead, it invites quiet contemplation.
Whatever one encounters within these works is entirely left to the viewer, reflecting the
artist's deeply introspective approach. There is a certain melancholy in this distance, in the
way Yoo refuses to dictate meaning that even though the sheer physical labor and meticulous
process behind his pieces would seem to warrant a declaration, a message. But Yoo remains
silent, choosing instead to pursue quiet innovation.

As one international critic once remarked, “Bongsang Yoo has hung light” And indeed, the
world of light he has suspended from cold steel nails may feel uncertain, even fragile—but it
gently illuminates our path. In his luminous landscapes, carved from deep shadow, there is
sometimes solace, sometimes courage, and sometimes... a tear.
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